
Willamette Valley 
Birding Trail

Willamette Valley Birding Trail

Siuslaw River 

101

101

197

199

20

20
20

26

26

26

26

30

30

395

395

95

97

97

12

20

95

12 12

12

97

126

34

126

20

22

58

31

62

66

140

140

82

86

3

Forest Grove Beaverton

5

84

5
82

84

84

5
84

 Crater Lake NP

 John Day Fossil
Beds NM

Willow Creek

Illinois River

Rock Creek

Ne
ha

lem
 Rive

r 

Middle Fork John Day R. 

Powder River 

McKenzie R. 

Nestucca River Sn
ak

e R
ive

r

John Day River

Umpqua R.

Rog
ue

 R
ive

r

Sprague R.

Snake R.

COLUMBIA RIVER

Joh
n Day River 

Gra
nd

e R

onde R. 

Malheur R
. 

SN
A

K
E

R.

Deschutes R
ive

r 

Rogue River 

Owyhee River 

O
wy

hee River 

Alkali L.

Alkali L.

Cow Head L.

Foster L.

Silver L.

Upper L.

Bluejoint L.

Crescent L.

Davis L.

Diamond L.

East L.

North Tenmile L.

Odell L.

Paulina L.

Tahkenitch L.

Tenmile L.

Waldo L.

Bull Run Res.
Number One

Cottage Grove L.

Crane
Prairie Res.

Detroit Res.

Dorena L.

Fern Ridge L.

Siltcoos L.

L. Simtustus

Timothy L.

Alvord L.

Aspen L.

Crater L.

Lower Klamath L.

Massacre L.

Antelope Res.

Beulah Res.

Bully Creek Res.

Cold Springs Res.

Gerber Res.

Howard
Prairie L.

Malheur Res.

McKay Res.

Moon Res.

Phillips L.

Thief Valley Res.

Thompson Res.

Unity Res.

Wallowa L.

L. Billy Chinook

L. Abert

Crump L.

Harney L.
Malheur L.

Summer L.

Cougar Res.

Drews Res.

Green Peter L.

Hills Creek L.

Lookout Point L.

Prineville Res.

Warm Springs Res.

Wickiup Res.

Agency L.

Goose
L.

Upper 
Klamath L.

Brownlee Res.

Oxbow Res.

L. Umatilla

L. Wallula

P a c i f i c
O c e a n

Garibaldi

Antelope

Arlington

Boardman

Chiloquin

Condon

Depoe Bay

Elgin

Elkton

Fossil

Gates

Gold Beach

Grass Valley

Haines
Halfway

Helix

Heppner

Huntington

Idanha

Imbler

Ione

Jordan Valley

Joseph

Lexington

Lonerock

Long Creek

Lostine

Malin

Maupin

Mitchell

North
Powder

Paisley

Pilot Rock

Port Orford

Powers

Richland

Rogue River

Seneca

Shaniko

Sisters

Spray

Summerville

Sunriver

Ukiah

Unity
Waldport

Wallowa

Yachats

Detroit

Nehalem

Pacific City

Bandon

Brookings

Burns

Coquille

Enterprise

Florence

Hood River

John Day

Junction City

Lakeview

Madras

Molalla

Myrtle Creek
Myrtle Point

Oakridge

Redwood

Reedsport

Scappoose

Stayton

Tillamook

Umatilla

Union

Warrenton Astoria

Baker

Hermiston

Lincoln City

Milton-Freewater

Newport

Prineville

Redmond

Seaside

Silverton

St. Helens

Sweet Home

Wapato

Woodland

Cottage Grove

Charleston

Ontario

Vernonia

Banks

Clatskanie

Philomath

Brownsville

Monroe

Alsea

Kings Valley

Harrisburg

Veneta

Creswell

Vida
Mapleton

Sandy

Estacada

Albany

Corvallis

Medford

Springfield

Altamont

Ashland

Bend

City Of
The Dalles

Coos Bay

Grants
Pass

Klamath Falls

La Grande

Lebanon

Newberg Oregon 
City

Pendleton

Roseburg

Tigard

Woodburn

Longview

Vancouver

Walla Walla

Kelso

McMinnville

Monmouth

Troutdale

Independence

Eugene

Portland

Salem

C A L I F O R N I A

IDAHO

N E V A D A

O R E G O N

Parallel scale at 44˚N 0˚E

0

0

100 Miles

100 KM

GOALS: 	 The Willamette Valley Birding Trail will promote a broad array of social, economic and 
environmental goals:

	 •	Enhance the public’s enjoyment of birds and their habitats in the Willamette Valley

	 •	Increase public understanding and appreciation of wildlife habitat conservation and 	 	
	 stewardship

	 •	Enhance year-round low-impact recreational opportunities in the Willamette Valley

	 •	Attract overnight visitors and boost the economic vitality of communities and businesses 	 	
	 along the Trail

	 •	Link directly with the Oregon Cascades and Oregon Coast Birding Trails as part of the Oregon 	
	 Birding Trail network

PARTNERS: 	 The Willamette Valley Birding Trail project is driven by a strong coalition of partners with 
assistance from the National Park Service Rivers & Trails Program and Travel Oregon. The fiscal 
sponsor is Cascade Pacific Resource Conservation and Development, Inc. The planning group 
also includes: 

 

Jackie Nichols 
541-967-5925, jackie@cascadepacific.org  

(Cascade Pacific RC&D)

Natalie Inouye 
541-484-5307, NInouye@cvalco.org  

(Southern Willamette Valley)

Joel Geier
541-745-5821, joel.geier@peak.org  

(Central Willamette Valley)

Mark Greenfield
 503-227-2979, markgreenfield@involved.com  

(Portland metro area) Help Build Oregon’s Newest Birding Trail

Oregon Cascades Birding 
Trail (2003)
Oregon Coast Birding Trail 
(2006)
Willamette Valley Birding 
Trail (proposed)

Join the Flock!
To learn how the Willamette Valley Birding Trail can help bring the benefits of  

birding tourism to your community or business, please contact:

National Park Service
Oregon Field Ornithologists 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Portland Metro
Salem Audubon Society
Travel Oregon
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
USDI Bureau of Land Management, Eugene District
Willamette Valley Visitors Association 

Albany Visitors Association
Audubon Society of Corvallis
Audubon Society of Portland, Oregon 
Cascade Pacific RC&D
City of Eugene
Convention and Visitors Association of Lane County Oregon
Corvallis Tourism 
Lane Council of Governments
Lane County Audubon Society
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife



BIRDING BRINGS VISITORS TO OREGON
Oregon’s birding opportunities and birds attract many visitors. In 2006: 
• 	293,000 out-of-state visitors3 birded in Oregon.
•	Out-of-state visitors accounted for 1.82 million days spent wildlife-watching in Oregon, an average of more than six 

days each.
•	These visiting birders brought a net economic value $134 per birding day,4 which amounts to a $243 million total 

benefit to Oregon’s economy, or an average of $830 per visitor.

Bringing Sustainable Tourism to the Willamette Valley
The Willamette Valley Birding Trail is a self-guided driving tour highlighting more than 100 prime birding 
destinations throughout the Willamette Valley. The trail showcases the region’s spectacular scenery and 
wildlife. It follows a growing trend of birding trail development across the United States where local 
partnerships result in sustainable economic development for sponsoring communities. The Willamette Valley 
Trail is one of  nine planned birding trails in Oregon that highlight the state’s unique ecoregions and their 
habitat diversity. 

The Willamette Valley Birding Trail will encompass the geographic area generally bounded by the Columbia 
River on the north; the foothills of the Oregon Cascades on the east; Cottage Grove on the south; and the 
Coast Range summit on the west.  

www.oregonbirdingtrails.org

Adapted and updated from a 2001 fact sheet produced by Audubon Oregon. 
1 U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau. 2006 National 

Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation.
2 U.S. residents aged 16 or older
3 U.S. residents who live outside Oregon.
4 Birding in the United States: A Demographic and Economic Analysis Addendum to the 2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-

Associated Recreation. Report 2001-1, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
5 Oregon Bird Records Committee. Revised May 2007. Official Checklist of Oregon Birds.
6 Mlodinow, Steven G. and Michael O’Brien. 1996. America’s 100 Most Wanted Birds. Helena, Montana: Falcon Press.

BIRDING IS BIG BUSINESS IN OREGON
According to the latest survey1 in 2006:
• Nationwide 77.1 million people participated in wildlife-viewing; of 

them 47.8 million (more than 3 out of 5) were birders.

• 87 percent of the 23 million people who watched wildlife away from 
home were birders.

• 1.45 million people2 participated in birding and other types of 
wildlife-viewing in Oregon.

There were more than twice as many wildlife watchers as hunters and 
anglers combined.

•	They spent a total of 8,108,000 days - or an average of 5.6 days per 
person - observing birds and other wildlife.

•	Along with other wildlife watchers, birders spent $776 million - an 
average of $523 per participant - in Oregon, including:

			  $	155.4	 million on food & lodging.
			  $  	 97.0 	million on transportation.
			  $  	 10.1 	million on other trip costs.
			  $	442.8 	million for equipment.
			  $  	 71.0 	million for other items.

•	Birders and other wildlife viewers supported over 22,000 full-time 
jobs in Oregon.

•	They also generated over $60 million in taxes for Oregon & federal 
governments.

In 1993 about a dozen 
U.S. communities had 
birding festivals. Now 

there are more than 250 
every year in communities 

across the country.

OREGONIANS BIRD IN OREGON, TOO!
According to the same survey, in 2006:
•	44% of all Oregonians participated in wildlife watching - only 8 states had higher 

levels of participation.
•	1,129,000 Oregonians watched wildlife around the home.
•	675,000 Oregonians took trips away from home to watch birds and other wildlife.

Nationally, in 2006:
• 	47.7 million people - 21% of the total U.S. population - watched birds.
• 	Birders, together with other wildlife watchers, spent $45.7 billion, an 

amount that has increased by over 12% in the past 5 years and over 57% 
in the past 15 years.

Based on a 2001 study of the economics of birding4:
•	The annual economic impact of birding is $85 billion.
•	Birding produces more than 860,000 jobs.
•	Each year, birding generates $4.9 billion in state income taxes and  

$7.7 billion in federal income taxes.	

WHY IS OREGON SUCH A GOOD BIRDING STATE?
•	507 different species of birds have been recorded in Oregon,5 about 53% of those 

recorded for all of North America.
• 	10 major ecosystem types, from deserts  to ocean, support many different species 

of birds.
• 	Oregon is on the Pacific Flyway, a major migratory route.
• 	362 species of birds can be found in the state on a regular basis.
• 	13 of America’s 100 Most Wanted Birds6 are regularly seen in Oregon.

More people engage in wildlife watching in
Oregon than in hunting and fishing combined
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BIRDING IS BIG BUSINESS THROUGHOUT THE U.S.

Photos above: L to R, Mark Greenfield;  
Bill Proebsting; Randy Moore; 

West Eugene Wetlands Partners and Lane 
Council of Governments.
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